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PsaLlM L. 14. 


Offer unto God Thankſgiving, and 
7 thy Vous unto the Maſe High. 


HESE Words inſtruct us in the 
whole Extent of our preſent Du- 


ty, and contain a very preſſing Ex- 
T= 5 


it. In order to awaken our Attention to 


— 
us. 


them, I would point out to your Obſervation 
the 
upon us. 


The A 


ts the 
dee of the World, 
ſigns of Majeſty and 
Terror, to call the Maelites to a ſtrict Ac- 
count ; ſu them all to appear at his 
Tribunal to hear the Sentence he would pro- 
nounce upon them: and at the fame time, 
45 to Heaven and Earth for the Equi- 

ty Froccedings ® When all Things 
were thus od comes han ie 
their Breaches of his Laws: But not of thoſe 


Ver. 1—6. 


con- 


(63. 
concerning Sacrifices and Burnt-offerings (for 
theſe they punQually obſerved ;) but _r 
—— — 
never be acceptable to God, when ſeparated 
from thoſe more excellent Duties in which 
they f:il'd; viz. the Devotion of their Hearts, 
and the Obedience of their Lives : Theſe are 
in theſe alone did he delight, and for the Ne- 
glet of theſe could com | 
And fince what was here to the Jews, 


tree to een wo our Mans we are 


to to our Minds the eter- 
ml God bmi a 
Thankſgroing, 


X -— ob 
petition with theſe ſpiritual Sacrifices, which 
. It 
becomes us therefore very diligently to attend 
to what the Lord our God, with ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances of requires of us. 

Now the Precept in the Text, plainly 
obliges us, to cultivate a grateful Senſe of 
c divine Mercies, to cxpreſs our Gratitude 
c by folemn Thankſgiving to God; and 
„ when he has deliver'd us from Trouble, to 
«« aft ſuitably to thoſe Sentiments 


4 which we entertain d, and thoſe good Pur- 


 —_ 


« poſes which we form'd when under it. 
= I. We 


(7) 


I. We are evidently „ © to cult- 
« vate a grateful + divine Mercies.” 
For God obſerves principally regards 
the Temper of the Mind. And unleſs the 
Soul be inſpir d with religious Gratitude, the 
outward At of Adoration and Praiſe, will 


not be a by him. There is a Tri- 
bute of Gratitude due to God for all his 
Mercies : We ſhould learn to value even 


the leaſt of them : N 
| we be affected with great and ſingular In- 
ſtances of the divine Favour? With as 
we this Day celebrate! The total — 
thoſe who would have deprived us of every | 
Thing that can be valucd ; and inflicted up- 
on us whatever can be fearcd by a Proteſtant 
and free People : A Mercy that includes in 
it all our other Mercies ; thoſe that relate 
both to this Life and the other ! 

Had that God, who diſpoſes the Fate of 
Kingdoms, crown'd our Enemies with that 
Succeſs with which we were blefs'd --- (the 
very Suppoſition how terrible !) --- had 
Pat for yy noe her pr 
we inhabit, had, ere now, been fill'd with 
Blood, and overſpread with Deſolation ; and 
yet the firſt ſhocking Scenes of their Barbari- 


ty would have been but a Preparation for 
that entire Deſtructian to which we were de- 


voted. The Britiſb Conſtitution, fo richly 
worth all the Blood and Treafure by which 
it 


(8) 
it has been defended from 
been exchanged for a defj | 
_ ts of Mankind at 
| Wil; inſtead of enjo ying (as bleſſed 
be God we do this Da y) the he Boonties of d 
vine Providence with Security, our Subſtance 
would have been taken from us by open Vi- 
olence, or under Colour of Authority, given 
as a Reward to thoſe who came to enſlave 
and deſtroy us. Nay! --- (I cannot utter it 
without trembling) this Land of Goſpel Light 
had been darken'd and overſpread with the 
Idolatries and Superſtitions of the Church of 
Nome: For, without taking into our Conſi- 
deration (what has been urged by ſo many 
excellent Writers) where the Invader was edu- 
cated, and «who ſapported him; I would on- 
ly obſerve, that his very Claum implied in it, 
an uncontroulable Right to diſpoſe of us as he 
pleaſed ; a Right that, in his Opinion, can 
never be forfeited by any the mcſt violent 
Attempts to ſubvert our r Religion and Liber- 
ty. And he might at this very Time have 
been rejoicing in the Succeſs of thoſe At- 
tempts ; and we (if we had not ere now fal- 
len a Sacrifice to the Rage of the Enemy) in- 
ſtead of triumphing, as we do this Day, in 
God our Saviour, might have been quite 
oppreſs d with Anguiſh of Heart; have 
already taken our laſt Leave of our Liber- 
ties, of our Bibles, and of the Sanctuary 
of God; have had our Minds — 


Age to Age, had 
ic Rule, which 


(93 

almoſt diſtracted, with the View of « ſhip- 
vreck d Conſcience on the one hand, and of 
Fire and Faggots, Rack and Tortures 
on the other; and had God endued ws with 
Courage to reſiſt even unto Blood -- yet your 
beloved Children ! --- how fad would their 
Caſe have been! If our Enemies, in the 
Wantonneſs of their Cruelty, had not put 
them to Death in the Sight of their Parents, 
they would c have reſerved them 
(which a good Man muſt eſteem a greater 
Evil) as the Inſt:ovments of their Luſt ; or 
taught them to ſerve Wood and Stone ; to 
. a Wafer as their God and Saviour ; 
to truſt in Idol Mediators ; vainly to ſeck 
Heaven by flight Penances, and barefoot Pil- 
grimages; to diveſt themſelves of the mild 
and heavenly Spirit of the Goſpel, 9 
on the Rage and Cruelties of Popery. 
KRuin W Lr 
were threaten d, and the Miſeries ſuch as the 
moſt alarm d and terrified Imagination can- 
not ſufficiently paint out to itſelf: And we 
muſt have had a quicker Senſation of theſe 
Evils, becauſe we had fo largely taſted the 
Sweets of Liberty, and ſo long enjoyed the 
reviving Light of divine Revelation. I own, 
indeed, that as thoſe who have never known 
the Want of Health, rarely ſet a due Value 
on it ; ſo the long and uninterrupted Enjoy- 
ments of our Religion and Liberties, had ren- 
der'd us lefs ſenfible than we ovght * 
3 en 


610) 
been of their infinite Worth. But then this 
very Conſideration could not but add new 
ings to our Anguiſh, when God alarmed 
us with the viſible of loſing theſe beſt 
Bleſſings; and thereby awaken'd us into a 
Senſe of their true Importance, and of our 
own Guilt in having undervalued them. 
Can we ever forget the Anxiety of our Minds, 
a_ were under the Terror of God's 
im ng Judgments ? when we = 
224988 and Oppreſſion of the E- 
nemy, ine 
trymen felt, but which we (bleſſed be God) 
only fear'd. Let us recolle& our 
Apprehenſions at that time, and then ſay, 
what we owe to the divine Goodneſs in not 
ſuffering what we fear d to come upon us. 
Has God us a Deliverance from ſuch 
- Evils ! and that too when we leaſt deſerved 
une 
great Iniquities, have given us up to the Will 
4 e ond forth of his 

Wrath: _— = without 
having his Heart raiſed into a T of re- 
ligious Wonder, Gratitude and Joy? 

And theſe pious Affections ſhould be in- 
creaſed, by conſidering that God ſent Deli- 
| verance to us with every Circumſtance of 
Endearment, and in a Manner to 
our warmeſt Wiſhes; for he has honour'd 
a Branch of the Royal Family, as the In- 
ſtrument in his own Hand, of bringing Sal- 
I vation 


(nn) 
vation to us; preſerved the Life of 
the great Deliverer whom he had rais'd up 
for us, 2 N II 
was expoſed; f Coura our 
Troops, notwithſlanding the Panick which 
had twice ſeiz'd them; crown'd them with 
a Victory ſo compleat, and enabled them to 
obtain it with fo ſmall a Loſs as outdid our 
utmoſt Expectations, conſidering the great 
— the Enemy, their natural In- 
and Fierceneſs, the Malignity of 
their Hearts, and the Deſpair of their Cir- 
cumſtances — that ſo eaſy a Victory ſhould 
be obtain'd over them upon their own Ground, 
at the Time when they were moſt confident 
of Succeſs, when they threatned to ſwallow 
us up quick ; that in the critical Moment 
God ſhould appear and own our Cauſ ; that 
the Lord of Hoſts ſhould confer Salvation in 
ſuch a Manner as plainly to ſhew He was the 
Author of it, by caufing ſuch a Concurrence 
of Circumſtances for our Advantage, as no 
human Wiſdom could foreſee, direct, or 
over-rule : Theſe Things greatly endear the 
-kindneſs of God to us. | 
And it muſt raiſe our joyful Admiration of 
the divine Goodneſs ſtill higher, when we 
farther conſider, that even thoſe very Cir- 
cumſtances, which at the Time fill'd us with 
Terror, were delign'd by God as Mercies, 
and were over- ruled by him for our Advar- 
tage: The fir 3 Enemy was 
2 per- 


(12) 
permitted, and no doubt intended to awaken 
us into ſerious Reflections on the divine Dif- 
. inſt us, and to convince us of the 

een The 

various Inſlances of their Cruelty excited a ge- 
neral Indignation againſt 
pelted Increaſe after their 
perſion, ſerved only to their — 
— aur Deliverance, the more compleat; 
and tho' the Continuance of the Rebellion 
lengthen'd out our Anxiety, yet was it de- 
d by Providence to improve our Repen- 

> 4 28 10 


againſt them; — 2.7 


tion, and thereby prepare us to receive God's I 


Mercy. 
that it might be the more welcome when it 
came, and our Hearts more deeply impreſs d 


with the divine Goodaeks in beſtowi . 


— prevent it) 8. the late unſuc- 
ceſsful Attempt to ſubvert our happy Conſti- 
tution, will many Ways contribute to the 
eſtabliſhing it on a more ſolid and laſting 
Foundation? And if our Minds are affected 
with a juſt Senſe of our late and De- 
liverance, with the ſeveral Circumſtances that 
attended, and the happy Conſequences that 
may flow from them, our Tongues will not 
be filent; we muſt certainly feel ourſelves 
ſtrongly prompted, 8 


The Salvation was delay d only, 


(23) 
II. To expreſs our inward Gratitude by 
the outward Acts of Adoration and Praiſe. 
1 


both by his Provi- 


poſſible, to be as uninter- 
very Day of 
ought to be a Day of Thankigiving 
i God, znd we ſhould glorify him by our 

» 5 E T bleſs thee, 1 
proiſe 1 So AS For 
tho God needs not our Praiſes, and is exalt- 
I. yet is he, on that very Ac- 
count, ſo much the more worthy to receive 
them; and when they proceed from a ſincere 
Mind and Affection, N 
pleaſed to accept them, becau are but 

a reaſonable Return for all his Mercies. 
The moſt Publick Thankſgivings are cer- 
tainly due to God for Bleſſimgs of a publick 
Nature. rr 
— t to be ſo too; — 
teſtify our Def — 
Mercy, 19 
een 
| Deliverance comes; to excite and animate 
* Pal. calv. 2. 


each 


tie People, and praiſe bim in the 


Too — 
other to the delightful W Praiſe ; 
22 5 cauſe the divine Benefits to make 
— — : 
_— to find thoſe | 
Men, whoſe Example is recorded in 
Eien fox our Tank, when Cad has 
favour'd them with any remarkable Victory | 
over their Enemies, or with Deliverance 
from any Danger, celebrating the divine 
Prais Made, and calling upon others to 
join with them in that bleſſed Work. Ofng 
unte the Lord a new Song, for be has io 

marvellous Things, bis right Hand, and 
h boly Arm has gotten himſelf the Vietory +. 4 

Let them exalt bim alſo in the Congreg Congregation of 


7 
. the Elders +. In Conformity + 4 £4 | 


cepts, : enter 400 God's Courts 
seng, and co b. Gates (which 
h his undeſerved Goodneſs are 1 
open) with Praiſe. From a Conviction, 
truſt, that it is God that gives Salvation, we 
the willing Tribute of Honour w * 
45 due ; we fall down before 
faying, 


, * Not unto us, O Lord, not unto | 
us l. It was not our own Arm _ 
to thy Name be the Glory given 

reigneſt over all ; thine is the Victory and the 
Majeſty; in thine Hand it is to redeem from 
Deſtruction, and therefore, oh our God, we 
thank and praiſe thy glorious Name. We 
Pal. xcviii. 1, + Pfal. cvii. . 32. 1 


III. To pay our Vows unto the Ma High ; 
that is, © To order our whole future Beha- 


If we are diſpoſed 
to magnify the Rock of our Salvation, we 


ſhall enquire with the holy Pfalmiſt, I bat 
ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his Bene- 
fits towards me ? and ſhall reſolve as he did. 
I will pay my Vows unto the Lord, i. e. What- 
ſoever I have promiſed to God, when his af- 
flicting Hand was upon me, that I now faith- 
fully engage to perform, in the Preſence of 

all his People *. What our Vows were in 

Pal. cxvi. 12, 14. as 


'The Judgments 1 | 
Ty to renew in our Minds a Remem- 
Sin, which draws them down up- 
on us; AO SO” 
with general Complaints (however juſt) a- 
gainſt the 4 nor wun 
bewailing the Inguities of others (tho that is 
our Duty) but did at the ſame time examine 
 impartially our own Hearts and Lives, that 
we might diſcover what was | in our- 
ſelves; being convinced that one by 
his Sins added to the national Stock 
of Guilt, and inflamed the dreadful Rec- 
i : In the View and Convitiion of cur 
— Guilt did we not fay, If I have done Iniquity 
T wwill do no more * ? This Purpoſe God calls 
N Day to carry into Execution, 
have not dene it. Turn unto 
34 your God, and the Blood of Feſus 
Chriſt bis Son, will cleanſe you from all Sms +. 
If thedivine ] awaken'd us to ſee the 
Evil of our Ways, let the divine Goodneſs 


inde: wo Rijtinince; for netdbig filme = 
Job. xxxiv. 32. / x John i. 7. 


(17) | 
the Heart ſo much as the Conſideration of 
great and undeſerved Mercies. 

But tho” all had finned, and therefore con- 
tributed in ſome Degree, to thoſe Judgments 


which God ſent upon us, and it would be 
an Argument of t Partiality to remove 
the Cauſe of am what — ourſelves.— 
Yet there are, no doubt, ſome Sins that had 
a more immediate Hand in drawing down 
the divine Diſpleaſure on the Nation. Theſe 
it more eſpecially became us to reſolve a- 
gainſt ; and therefore, I preſume, we did 


2. To maintain a more ſteady Regard to 
divine Providence for the future, and to have 
Recourſe to God by Prayer at all Tia es, 
1 in every future Diffi- 
That the Father of the whole Family of 
created Beings does not neglect his own Off- 
ing; that he who was pleaſed to mike 
World, does not diſdain to govern it; 
that he holds in hs own Hands all natural 
Cauſes, and the Hearts of Men ; and by his 
ſecret Influences on both, brings about his own 
unerring Purpoſes, either of Judgment, or 
of Mercy, is a Truth of the — Evi- 
dence, and the moſt ſacred Importance: But 
the long Enjoyment of Proſperity is apt to 
make Men vain and ſelf-ſufficient, and to ba- 
niſh from their Minds a due Senſe of their 
Dependance upon God. This was our Caſe ; 

n = © 


(18) 

and unhappy it is for any People, when they 
ſhut God out of the Government 
World. In order therefore to imprint upon 
our Minds a deeper Awe of him, he j 
it fit to ſhake our Tranquillity and 
we might recal our miſplaced Confidence 
from the Creature, and repoſe our 'Truſt in 
him alone; and when he ſaved us, it was in 
ſuch a Manner as to ſhew, that he can blaſt 
or ſucceed all human Deſigns as he 3 
and when we faw the Weakneſs of human 


as ĩt is 
Foundation of our Security, ought 
to be the only 
And fince the Adminiſtration of the Affairs 
of Providence is lodged by the Father in his 
r CF 
it, we cannot but regard our late 
ö Proof of the Faithfulneſs 
and 


ſtructed ourſelves in all the amazing Leſſons 
of God's governing Providence, let us 


Object of our Confidence : 


4 6% 4-2: Wh $3 - : „ YG STA dr a TE Fake & 


and Hope in him. And when we have in- 


favour of Popery, 
many were juſtly ſenſible that we had loſt 


Tares, and that it was 


( 20 ) 
from utter Ruin, ſo eminent for Juſtice and 
Clemency, (the Security of our Rights is a 
Proof of the former, its Enemies are h 
Witneſſes of the latter) and by which we 
have now been reſcued from the very Brink 
of Deſttuction, would be 
and Impiety. For tho God be the firſt Au- 
thor of all Victory and Happineſs, yet were 
the Maelites | becauſe 


their Deliverance, and did not ſhew Kindneſs 
to Gideon, according to the Goodneſs he had 
ſhewed to Hue *. It becomes us, 
ledge, a+ ihe «nd iii, to bo jars of 
our Liberties ; but let us remember that Li- 


centintnck has often occaſioned the Loſs of 


them. 
4. During our late Troubles, excited in 
and a Popiſh Pretender, 


much of our former Horror of the Papal 
- Superſtition, and that we had been too negli- 


gent in oppoſing its Growth ; that while we 
were aſleep, the Enemy were buſy in ſowing 


to be more on our guard for the future. 
I would put ſuch in Mind of the Neceſſi- 
ty of acting ſuitably to the Conviction of 


the 


Ingratitude 


they were ungrateful to the Inſtruments of 


] acknow- 


—_——— —  —  — _— — — 


Ahs 

2 

3 as: 
* 


Things they then had; of taking all Oppor- 
tunities of convincing Men, that Popery is 
* Judges vili. 34» 35+ | 


to the Effet it has on the Tempers 
who believe it, it muſt make them 
of the Authority 


NN 


( 22) 


fore from it by the Evidence of Truth and | 


W 


5. If we would pay our Vows to God, it f 
is neceſſary that we more carefully improve 
thoſe Privileges which are ſecured to us by the 

d | 


When we fear'd that the Enemy would 
ready to own, that God 
ſuffer them to take from _ ; 


glorious Succeſs with which God has 
= 


Dd 0hce 
Holy Word, becauſe ſo many 


into it as ſeldom as if they 


Bible, it ſhould not for the future lie by us as : 
a negletted Book; that we would ſtudy and 
Truth, and ; 


prize it as the Oracle of ſaving 


prived of the ineſtimable 

erping bim according to his Wer, and the 
Dictates of our own Conſcienees (the only 
— 
2 


kalba and openly rejected it, others look: | 


0 
f 
| 


(24) a 
ſelves by unrightepus Practices! But I hope 
6. Reſolve in the Time of our Diſtreſs, 
that if God ſhould deliver us, we would con- 


your 

in Body, Soul, and Eſtate. God 
from us new Degrees of Gratitude and Zeal, 
* 


be boly and without Blame before him in Love, 
fer. Vii. 10. * 
P 


NED (25) 
that being delivered out of the Hands 
Enemies, we might | God without Fear, 
neſs and Right 
Let us th 
Sacrifice to God, and 
Conduct conformable to the 
Let not even our Rejoicings 
thing inconſiſtent 
them, the Pre- 


abſolute a 
Almighty Deliverer ; 
our Gratitude, and 


and by an 
ourſelves to our 


(26) 
Suffer me therefore 'now, by Way of Ap- 
Fa * 1 — 
Text by a ty Motives. 
Taue A World is governed 
by a wiſe and gracious Providence, we muſt 
believe that the Judgments of God were ſent 
upon us on e to awaken in us thoſe 
Sentiments and Reſolutions which I have 
deſcribed; and Deliverance — 2 
| wrought out, to us an 
—_ OT tof it. And 
therefore, if we refuſe to expreſs our Gra- 
titude in the Way that God requires, we not 
only act contrary to the moſt clear Convicti- 
ons of our own Mind, but knowingly and 
| * act in direct to the De- 
fign both of the Judgments and Mercics of 


wy, 

The Scriptures of Truth always repreſent 
legratiade a « Sin of a very deep Dye, as 
the peculiar Object of divine Diſpleaſure, and 
that in to the Mercies received and 
abuſed. The Heathens are condemned by 
St. Paul, becauſe they were not thankful for 
the common of divine Providence : 
Inſenſibility therefore, under extraordinary 
and diſtinguiſhing Mercies, is a Proof of 
greater Corruption, and feems to be men- 
tioned by by St. fobn as an Argument of an in- 
corri it; for when he informs us, 
that thoſe Men who epd the kick 
w 


3 tells us, that God hardened his Heart, that 


great | 
wonderful Deliverance could effect it? But 
when Men not only forbear to improve, but 
even pervert the higheſt Inſtances of God's 
Goodneſs, when they turn theſe Arguments 
of Piety into Motives of Rebellion, it is plain 
they are ſunk into the loweſt Degeneracy, 
and that their Guilt cannot admit of any far- 
ther Aggravation. This was the Caſe of 
Pharaob, whom the < re (in 
order to raiſe the higheſt Horror of his Crime) 


is, the very Goodneſs of God in removing 
his n 
nn We are ex- 
PA 
3 which ſhould have led him to R 
tance, did itſelf tempt his untractable and 
perverſe tion to continue obdurate f. 
And tho” God foreſaw his wicked Abuſe of 
his Forbearance, yet he reprieved him for a 
Time, after he deſerved to be cut off, that 
he manifeſt to the World the Juſtice 
and Terror of his Wrath againſt him, in his 


final Overthrow ; and ſet him forth to all 
ing Monument of his fingular 


Diſpleaſure againſt obſtinate and ungrateful 
* Rev. ix. 20. ÞF "_ vii. 15, X. 34, 35- 
„ 


(28) . 

| Offenders. So St. Paul argues. What if 
Gad willing to ſhew his Wrath (to diſplay 
his Juſtice) and io make his Power known 
(make his governing Providence taken Notice 
of 2 endures with much Long ſuffering, the Veſ- 
ſfels of Wrath fitted for Deftrudtion. This 
very Reaſoning St. Paul applics to the Caſe 
of the Jeus in his Time, and their Character 
2 apparently juſtify the Application. From 
ed by the miraculous I fitions of God 

in their Favour, than by their Ingratitude to 
their gracious Deliverer : When God flew them 
they ſought him early : They ed God 
was their Rock, nevertheleſs they did flatter 
bim with their Mouths, they lied unto bim 
_ with their Tongues ; their Heart was not 

right with bim, neither were they ſtedſaſt in 
bis Covenant ; they ſang his Praiſes, 
forgat bis Werks ; they lightly efteemed the 
Rock of thetr Sabvation +. And as often as 
2 guilty of this Ingratitude, ſo of- 
r At the 
Time that St. Paul wrote, they took En- 
couragement even from the divine Patience to 
continue impenitent ; the growing Evidence 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, inſtead of convincing 
them, ſerved only to exaſperate their Rage 


Rom. ix. 22. + Pal. baxviii. 
13. Deut. xxxii. 15. See } 
X. II, 14. 


— cvi. 12, 


es M. 34» 35. 


again? 


Beginning they were not more diſtinguiſh- 


- (29) 
it. The Method uſed to reform them 
leſt them more hardened in their Diſobedi- 
ence, and therefore Wrath came upon them 
to the uttermoſt. Wherefore are all theſe 
Examples left on Record, but to wern us of 
the heinous Guilt and tremendous Effects of 
this Sin, and to remind us of the Neceility of 
lous over ourſclves with a godly Jea- 
louſy, leſt we fall into it? Even of Hee- 
Riab it is recorded, that he rendered not un- 
to the Lord according unto the Benefits done 
unto him, and therefore there was Wra:h 
upon him * 
Should we return to our former Sins, thoſe 
very Sins which were the Cauſe of our late 
Calamities, and add to them the Guilt of In- 
gratitude ; if we are not to be reformed ei- 
ther by the Terror or Loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord; if zo Method that God takes will amend 
us, but on the contrary, we grow worſe and 
worſe ; if thoſe very powerful Means which 
Providence uſes to ſoften us, ſhould, through 
our Perverſeneſs, occafion our greater Hard- 
neſs, will he not be angry with us alſo till he 
conſume us ? Oh Britain which art ex- 
alted unto Heaven by thy Privileges, even 
| thou, if thou doſt continue in Impenitency, 
ſhalt be brought down to Hell | and as thoa 
art diſtinguiſhed by abuſed Favours, ſo alas 


muſt thou be diſtinguiſhed ws moſt exem- : 
plary Deſtruction 


+ Ezra ix. 13, 14. 


(39) 
Far be it from us to take Pleaſure in fore- 
boding Evil to our Country ! — And yet is 
there not ſome Ground to fear, that the paſt 
Severity and Goodneſs of God have not had 
their full Effect upon us ? For bis Anger is 
not yet turned from us, but bis Hand is 
ſtretched out ſtill *®. The Continuance of the 
foreign War in which we are engag d, the Re- 
newal of the Mortality amongſt the Cattle 
in theſe Parts, and the Spread of it in others, 
are plain Indications of the divine Diſpleaſure 
againſt us, and call upon us, in the moſt af- 
fecting Manner, to pay our Vows to the 
Moſt High, left he puniſh us ſeven times 


more for our Iniquities +, and overwhelm 


us with his heavieſt Vengeance. Let us re- 
member, therefore, that the Eyes of God are 
upon us, to obſerve how we behave, upon 


ſtroys it, it is becauſe their Number decreaſes, 
and their Love grows cold. 

If we glorify God in a proper Manner for 
_ paſt Deliverance, it will be a happy Token 
for Good, that he will remove the Remain- 
der of his Diſpleaſure. By what he has done 
for us, we may learn with what Eaſe he can 


entirely break the Power, or turn the Hearts 
of all our Enemies. If we prove grateful, 


® If. ix. 13. + Lev. Xvi. 23, 24. 
=: 


he 


A 


thoſe eſpecially who make a Profeſſion of 
Faith in him. For if God faves a Nation, 
it is for the Sake of the Righteous ; if he de- 


Europe, on an honourable and laſti 


(31) 

he will be intreated of us to put an End to 
the expenſive War in which we are engaged; 
to eſtabliſh our Peace, and the Liberties of 
Foun- 
dation; cauſe the Infetion amongſt the 
Cattle to ceaſe ; and give us new Occaſions 
of Thankſgiving and Praiſe. 'Then ſhall we 
praiſe him even for his Judgments, when 
they have anſwer d their End, and ac- 
knowledge they were d as Mercies. 
We ſhall eſteem the blefled Fruit of our 
Chaſtiments a rich Recompence for all our 
Fears and Suff 

God grant that theſe Motives may inſpire 
us with true Humility, Penitence — Gra- 
titude! Oh that there were in every one of 
us, a Diſpoſition to God for his won- 
 derful Works, and to live ſuitably to our un- 
ſßpeakable Obligation 
| that we mig 
| for the Security 
no enjoy, and the Removal of thoſe ode. 
ments which we ſtill ſuffer ! On his Promiſe 
we might rely for every farther Mercy, 
has declared, Whoſo offereth Praiſe glorifieth 
me, and 10 bim that orderech brs Converſa- 
tion aright will I ſhew the Salvation of God *. 
| God even our own God, would bleſs us, 


i and encompaſs us , with his Favour as with 
a Shield. 


* PAL I. 23. n 
As 


who 


tient Laws and Liberties, the Profeſſion of 


(32) 

And then how ſhould we rejoice in t 
viſible Interpoſition of divine — 
our Favour, on the and memorabll 
Day *, that gave Occaſion to our preſent 
Meeting, when we ſhould daily feel all the 
Benefits of that Victory with which God ho- 
nour d it; an unmoleſted Plenty, our an- 


pure and undefiled Religion, and that Pro- 
teſtant Family adorning the Throne, which 
uſes its Power to protect us in theſe Enjoy- 
ments! while theſe invaluable Bleſſings are 
continued, the joyful Memory of that Day 
will continue; the one cannot be forgotten 
but with the Loſs of the other. And there] 
fore you and all true Britons and 
will join with me in that the Me- 
mory of TnAT Day may flouriſh from 
from Generation to Generation, even till 
Time ſhall be no more. Amen. | 


* April 16, 1746. 
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